


Yali Books is an independent publisher of books 
based in Clifton Park, New York. Our mission is 
to showcase the vibrant cultures of South Asian 
communities through books, art, and games. 
Through our stories, we are opening a window 
to South Asia—India, Pakistan, Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Bhutan and the 
Maldives—and inviting the rest of the world to 
learn more about the incredible diversity of this 
region. 



Tashi is worried about his friend, the Moon. He seems thinner than 
usual. Maybe the Moon’s Amma-ley isn’t giving him enough to eat? 
Tashi decides to help his friend. And what does the Moon have to say? 
Well, he just smiles his special smile–eyes closed and no teeth showing.

Set in the remote mountains of Ladakh in India, Milky Way is a sweet 
tale of friendship between a boy and the moon. The story highlights the 
importance of the moon in Tibetan Buddhism and showcases elements 
of Himalayan cultures, including their delectable cuisine.

Age Range: 4-6 
Pages: 44 
Language: English
ISBN-13: 978-0989061568 (Hardcover), 
978-0989061582 (Paperback)



Mina loves to play soccer all year around. Nothing comes close to it. But when 
the monsoon arrives, Mina is stuck indoors and she can’t help feeling restless 
and bored. Her ammi doesn’t understand. The doodhwallah doesn’t understand. 
That’s when Mina decides she’ll find ways of chasing away the clouds herself. 
In doing so, she makes an unexpected discovery. Soccer will never be the same 
again for Mina!

A charming picture book about a special bond created between mother and 
daughter on a grey, gloomy day. 

Little Ayesha is all excited for her favorite cousin Ritu’s wedding. She can’t 
wait to dance in the baraat ceremony! But not everyone is happy that Ritu 
is marrying her girlfriend Chandni. Some have even vowed to stop the 
celebrations. Will Ayesha be able to save her cousin’s big day?

This vibrant book sets the story of a same-sex couple struggling to gain 
acceptance within a conservative family against the colorful backdrop of an 
Indian wedding.



*A 2014 South Asia Book Award Honor Winner* 

Pavan, an over-worked camel in the city of Ahmedabad, India, hates 
his job. He often dreams of being a racing camel in Dubai. But hitched 
to a heavy vegetable cart and with his owner Motabhai around, how is 
this possible?

One day, Pavan finds a way to escape with a little help from some 
kind-hearted children. He makes a mad dash through the city along 
with Bijilee, a dhobi’s donkey whom he befriends on the way. Can you 
imagine the riot that this pair causes in the narrow, bustling streets 
of old Ahmedabad, as they race past its historic monuments, with 
Motabhai, an auto-driver, a policeman and a washerwoman hot on 
their trail?

The first book in a series (Humpback Tales) that aims to introduce 
young readers to heritage cities in India through a zany and humorous 
adventure story. 

Age Range: 6-8 
Pages: 44 
Language: English
ISBN-13: 978-0989061506 (Paperback)



The beautiful city of Jaipur is rejoicing. The Maharajah and his people, 
all dressed in their best, are getting ready to welcome the Emir from 
faraway Dubai. But behind all the music, dancing and gaiety, there is 
something very strange going on…

Why is a runaway camel stalking the royal guest in and around the 
forts and palaces of Jaipur? Why is he being helped by an odd bunch of 
friends – a faithful donkey, a chatty parrot, two resourceful monkeys 
and one smart little boy? And who is that mysterious man following 
them with a very grumpy expression on his face?

Find out what happens next in this lively sequel to Bye, Bye Motabhai! 

Age Range: 6-8 
Pages: 56 
Language: English
ISBN-13: 978-0989061513 (Paperback)

Pavan finds himself in the city of Agra 
where he becomes almost as famous as the 
Taj Mahal. While he is busy basking in the 
limelight, his faithful friend goes missing. 
Where is Bijilee? Will Pavan ever see her 
again?

Don’t miss Pavan and Bijilee’s comical 
stopover at Agra as they make their way 
from the old city of Ahmedabad to the 
distant lands of Dubai in the third book in 
the Humpback Tales series.



In the days when the great caravans journeyed to the last edge 
of the world, there lived a girl who loved all things of beauty...

This is the extraordinary story of Queen Gawhar Shad, a 
15th century monarch, who many historians now believe was 
the most powerful woman in world history.  Ruling from 
the Timurid artistic and cultural center of Herat in western 
Afghanistan, Queen Gawhar Shad ushered in a remarkable, 
rare period when poetry, music, calligraphy, painting and the 
sciences flourished as never before. A poet and an architect, she 
designed a complex of buildings that were considered to be some 
of the most beautiful structures ever built on earth.



Take a bewildering trip through India that will have you winding your 
way through Assam’s tea estates, putting together a snake boat race in 
Kerala, and hunting for antiques at Mumbai’s Chor Bazaar. Just don’t 
get lost along the way!

An activity book for ages 6+, packed with mazes, hidden objects, and 
visual conundrums.

Age Range: 6+ 
Pages: 116 
Language: English
ISBN-13: 978-0989061520 (Paperback)

Follow a head-scratching path 
through the mighty Himalayas as 
you make your way through India, 
Nepal, and Bhutan. Navigate 
ancient mazes, find hidden gems 
and use your math skills to eat 
through a mountain of momos. 
Who knows, you might even locate 
the legendary Yeti!



Imagine yourself transported to an enchanted world – a world filled 
with spectacular sights and astonishing detail. From churches of Goa 
in the south, the white salt desert of Kutch in the west, magical living 
root bridges of Meghalaya in the east to the snow-capped peaks of the 
Himalayas in the north, Wanderlust: A Coloring Journal is your ticket 
to an incredible journey. Arm yourself with color pencils and let your 
imagination run wild as you experience India in a whole new way.

Wanderlust: A Coloring Journal features 25 gorgeous scenes from lesser-
known regions in India with travel notes by the artist, making this book 
an unforgettable tour of one of the most colorful places in the world.

Age Range: 10+
Pages: 102
Language: English
ISBN-13: 978-0989061551 
(Paperback)



Be careful what you wish for!

Long, long ago or just a year ago – depending on when you read this – 
the Astu Devas wake up and grant the absurd wishes of two citizens of 
Orum, leaving the town isolated from the rest of civilization.
It is now up to Vikram, his reluctant fiancée Ponni, and his friends, 
Kalla, a thief, and Bana, an aspiring playwright, to steal a fabled blood 
jewel and save Orum. Oh, did we mention the jewel hangs around the 
neck of the demonic goddess, Rakta Katteri, guarded by her devotee, the 
terrifying Sorcerer of Mandala? Come, enter a portal to an enchanting 
new world!

Age Range: 14+
Pages: 244
Language: English
ISBN-13: 978-0989061537
(Paperback)
978-0989061544 (eBook)



In the stillness of autumn, I feel I can almost hear someone hum 
‘Lokame tharavadu (the world is my home)….’

In her tiny flat in East London, as Mili waits for her baby to arrive, 
little things remind her of her life in India  —the scent of jasmine flowers, 
a heavy downpour, a late-night cup of coffee, an amla or gooseberry—
and she is overcome with a deep desire to recreate the flavors of her 
childhood. Can a jar of amla pickle help her travel back to that safe 
haven she once called home?

In this sweetly nostalgic graphic novel, the narrator recounts her 
meandering journey from her ancestral village in South India to the 
United Kingdom, capturing the deep feeling of longing for home that 
shapes the lives of emigrants everywhere. 

Age Range: 16+
Pages: 144
Language: English
ISBN-13: 978-0989061599 (Paperback), 978-0989061575 (eBook)



To purchase our books, visit -

 

Also available here -

IndieBound / Amazon / BAM / Book 
Depository / Barnes & Noble and more

For institutional buyers and retailers -

Ingram / Follett School Solutions


